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J.R.R. TOLKIEN AND THE PRIESTHOOD

John R. R. Tolkien (1892-1973)

Tolkien's father died when he was very young. His mother, Mabel,
converted to the Church, “kicked out” by her family. Worked hard; died
young in 1904.

When orphaned, John and his brother were raised by a priest of the
Birmingham Oratory, Father Francis Morgan.

It was Father Morgan who recognized John’s tremendous ability with
languages and helped him gain a scholarship to Oxford. At one time,
Tolkien thought about becoming a priest.

He fought in World War | and experienced the horror of war. He then
became a professor of languages at Oxford, married and had five children.
One of his sons became a priest.

Tolkien was afervent Catholic his entire life, and was the close friend of
C.S. Lewis. Tolkien wove his Catholic faith throughout The Lord of the
Rings.

Tolkien on the Blessed Sacrament

“Out of the darkness of my life,

so much frustrated,

| put before you the one great thing to love on earth:
the Blessed Sacrament...

There you will find romance, glory, honour, fidelity, and the
true way of all your loves upon earth, and more than that:
Death: by the divine paradox, that which ends life, and
demands the surrender of all, and yet by the taste (or
foretaste) of which alone can what you seek in your earthly
relationships (love, faithfulness, joy) be maintained, or take on
that complexion of reality, of eternal endurance, which every
man'’s heart desires.”

J.R.R. Tolkien
in a letter to his son, Michael




THE 3 OFFICES OR POWERS OF

JESUS b

Prophet

Priest

King

In these 3 powers, Jesus saves the world (Prophet + Priest + King = Jesus).
The priest of Jesus Christ shares in and lives out these 3 powers of Jesus.
Through these 3 powers, the priest becomes an instrument of salvation for
the world (Prophet + Priest + King = Priest). Tolkien weaves this theme into
the story: through the 3 characters (Gandalf + Frodo + Aragorn), Middle
Earth is saved, each character becomes an instrument of salvation.



THE PRIEST ASPROPHET

8 = TO PREACH & TEACH

The Prophet is the one who deliversthe Word of God to the people. He speaks on behalf of
God. The Prophet preaches and teaches the Truth. As a prophet, the priest is aman of the
Truth; heis the bearer of Truth. (e.g. Jeremiah, Isaiah, Ezekiel). Jesus fulfills this office
because He is the Truth, and reveals this through his preaching, teaching and miracles, and
most of al by dying and rising. (Mt. 4:23; Acts 7:51-52). “He will strike them with the word
of his mouth.” “Sword coming out of his mouth.” (Rev. 19)

He appears at crucial timesto give guidance and counsel. He “reads’ the times and tells
people what is happening [Council of Elrond (Fellowship)]. The Prophet reveals the Divine
Plan to be accomplished in these times. He studies and is awise man [research at Minis
Tirith (Fellowship)]. He guides and directs others to fulfill their part of the Divine Plan
[advice to Frodo (Fellowship), to Aragorn (Two Towers), to Theoden (Return of King), ride
to Gondor & rallying the troops at Minas Tirith (Return of the King)].

The Prophet hasto stand up to spiritual & earthly powerswho oppose the Divine Plan
[Gandaf & Balrog (Fellowship), ride at Helm's Deep (Two Towers), Gandalf & Denethor
(Return of King)]. Archbishop speaking out about pro-choice politicians.



The Prophet also possesses miraculous powersto “prove’ that heis atrue prophet [with
Balrog (Fellowship), exorcism of King Theoden (Two Towers), rescuing Faramir (Return of
the King)] However, he uses these powers sparingly.

Hislife is structured by words and deeds. His deeds authenticate or guarantee the truthfulness
of hiswords.

WORDS DEEDS
L) (2)

“ One of the first duties of the priest is to tell the world the truth.”



THE PRIEST ASPRIEST

Frodo Baggms

=TO SANCTIFY

The Priest is the one who offers sacrifice. Through the offering of sacrifice, the peopleare
sanctified (= made holy). In the Old Testament, the priest offered the sacrifice of an
unblemished lamb in the Passover. Jesus Himself is the Lamb of God. He is both priest and
victim [Council of Elrond (Fellowship)]. He is the one offering the sacrifice and He isthe
one being sacrificed on behalf of others. His sacrifice atones for our sins and makes us holy,
like God. Jesus offers Himself for others, Frodo offers himself for others, the Priest offers
himself for others.

Jesusis the suffering servant prophesied by the prophet Isaiah (42:1-9; 49:1-7; 50:4-11,
52:13-53:12). He takes upon Himself the sins of the world and destroysthem. Sin weighs
Jesus down; the Ring of Power weighs Frodo down. He will bear it to the end. Only Jesus
can carry the burden of our sins; only Frodo can carry the burden of the Ring [Tower of
Cirith Ungol; on the slopes of Mt. Doom (Return of the King)]. (2Cor. 5:21; 1Jn. 2:2; cf. 1Pt.
1:18-19; Ps. 49:7)

To destroy our sins, Jesus “enters’ Satan’s domain (suffering and death) and suffers on the
Cross. He became so weak that another had to help him up Mt. Calvary (St. Simon of
Cyrene). To destroy the Ring, Frodo enters Sauron’s domain (Mordor and Mt. Doom) and



suffersin that territory. He becomes so weak that another had to help him up Mt. Doom
(Samwise) [Return of the King].

Like Jesus, Frodo’s sacrifice involves anguish, suffering and per sonal sacrifice, but it
giveslife and saves. Through Jesus' sufferings sin and death is destroyed and we are saved.
Through Frodo’s sufferings, the Ring is destroyed and Middle Earth is saved. Frodo gives up
the life of comfort and ease in The Shire. The Priest gives up alife of comfort, having awife
and family of his own, histime and strength, etc. He offers himself for the conversion and
salvation of his people.

In His sufferings, Jesus is supported by HisBlessed Mother (Jn. 19:25). Frodo is supported
by Galadriel [after escaping Shelob (Return of the King)]. The Priest is supported by his
Blessed Mother.

Jesus’ body (hands, feet and side) permanently bear s the marks of His suffering. Frodo’'s
body (shoulder from Nazgul’s blade (Fellowship), chest from Shelob’s stinger (Return of the
King) and finger from Gollum'’s bite (Return of the King) permanently bears the marks of his
suffering [in the Shire after saving Middle Earth (Return of the King).

Jesus was meek and lowly from an obscure place (Galilee). Frodo is meek and lowly from
an obscure place (The Shire). The Priest is meek and lowly from an obscure place.
Asapriest, the priest of Jesus Christ offers Christ’s own sacrifice (The Mass) in order to
make the people (and himself) holy, like God. “ Thisis my body...thisismy blood.” The
priest sanctifies his people, especialy through the M ass and the other Sacraments, especially
Baptism, Confession, and Anointing.



THE PRIEST ASKING

Aragom of Areflnm

=TO LEAD & GOVERN

Jesusisthe King and Messiah, ruler of Heaven and Earth (Rev. 19). In the Old Testament,
the Messiah/King would free the people from the power of tyranny and establish a Kingdom
of peace. The principal King of the Old Testament was David, a Shepherd-King. He
protectsthe flock from evil, guidesthem to green pastures, and lays down hislife for
them. He leads like afather and warrior. The prophets prophesied a future King. Jesusis
the fulfillment of the promised King. He is the Good Shepherd who lays down hislife for his
sheep. Jesus says, “| am the Good Shepherd...”. Gondor possessed prophetic literature that
spoke of a future King who would appear at acritica time to reunite the nation, occupy the
vacant throne, defeat the nation’s enemies, and restore the nation’s greatness. The King
protects those entrusted to him against all odds, even with his own life to accomplish the
Divine Plan [facing the Uruk-kai (Fellowship), King Theoden’s charge at Helm'’s Deep (Two
Towers)]. The King shows no fear in the face of danger and evil in accomplishing the Divine
Plan [taking The Path of the Dead (Return of the King), King Theoden’ s charge at Minas
Tirith (Return of the King)].

Jesus stood in direct lineage of David’s kingly line. Aragorn standsin direct lineage of the
Kings of Gondor [Council of Elrond (Fellowship)].

Jesus’ kingly originswere known only by a few (as adescendent of David, as the Divine
Son of the Father). Aragorn’s kingly origins were known only by a few (Strider was the son
of Arathorn).

A true King rules through humility and service. Aragorn did not attempt to seize the throne
by force. He humbly accepted the duty others bestowed upon him [serving King Theoden in



Rohan (Two Towers), meeting Elrond and taking up the Sword (Return of the King)]. Jesus
made no grabs for power but humbly gave Himself over in complete sacrifice Mk. 10:45).
The priest makes no grabs for power, but lays down hislife for his sheep.

The King would be known through his ability to heal. Jesus reveals thisin His ministry
(healing those ill or possessed) and especially in his death on the Cross (healing our souls
from sin). Aragorn does the same in the Return of the King. As soon as Aragorn began his
healingsin Minas Tirith, the word spread quickly that the King had returned.

The Priest (helping the Bishops) governs the people like the Good Shepherd. “ Simon, son of
John, do you love me? Feed my sheep.” (dn. 21:15-20)

SIMILARITIESWITH JESUS' PRIESTHOOD, CHRIST-LIKE TRAITS.

1. Each was absolutely essential for the triumph of good over evil. Without al three, the Ring
would not have been destroyed.

2. Each was chosen for his mission. No one undertakes the mission on his own. None sought his
own glory or went out in his own ambition. Each did not decide to go out and save Middle
Earth, but accepted the task that was given (e.g. Prophet Jeremiah, King David). No man
undertakes the priesthood on hisown. He is called to it by Jesus Himself through His Church.

3. Each was motivated by sacrificial love and duty, not for personal pleasure or ambition. No
one looked for the easy way out. Each had to have courage and had to suffer.

4. Each gives of himself to the extreme. Each revea s an aspect of love in their tota gift of self.
Each had to pass through “death” and “Hell” and emerge victorious, and be raised to new
heights of power: 1) Gandalf the Grey descends into the Mines of Moria, fallswith the
Balrog and came back as Gandalf the White; 2) Frodo enters Mordor, collgpses on Mt.
Doom, and is “raised” by the giant eagle; 3) Aragorn descends into The Paths of the Dead
and leads them out to victory and peace.

5. Each was good and pure in their mission, though not perfectly.

DIFFERENCESWITH JESUS' PRIESTHOOD:

Jesus fulfilled them all the offices perfectly. The characters are not divine and so fulfill their
mission imperfectly, for example, Frodo’ s turning away from Sam, and hisfailure at Mt. Doom.



SUMMARY

Prophet + Priest + King = TO LOVE (asaman & father)
This love brings salvation.

LOVE = Total gift of self, giving to the extreme
Jesus, the 3 characters, the priest love like this.

JESUS

14

PRIEST

WORLD

Through thislove, the world is saved and brought into the Divine Life.
The priest isinstrumental in this work of love.
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SCENE SELECTION/SETUP

SCENE

The Priest as Prophet

DISK/SCENE #

Council of Elrond (Fellowship)

Research a Minis Tirith (Fellowship)

Advice to Frodo at Bag End (Fellowship)

Advice to Aragorn at camp (Two Towers)

Advice to Theoden at Edoras (Return of King)

Ride to Gondor & rallying the troops a Minas
Tirith (Return of the King)

Gandalf fights Balrog (Fellowship)

Ride down slope at Helm’s Deep (Two
Towers)

Gandalf confronts Denethor in Hall and in
courtyard (Return of King)

Fighting with Barog (Fellowship)

Exorcism of King Theoden (Two Towers)

Rescuing Faramir (Return of the King)

ThePriest as Priest

Frodo and Gandalf at Bag End (Fellowship)

Frodo and Sam (opening of Return)

Council of Elrond (Fellowship)

Tower of Cirith Ungol; on the slopes of Mt.
Doom (Return of the King)

Sam carring Frodo at Mt. Doom (Return of the
King)

Galadriel helping him after escaping Shelob
(Return of the King)

Frodo wounded on Weathertop from Nazgul’s
blade (Fellowship)

Frodo wounded from Shelob’s stinger (Return
of the King)
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Frodo loses finger from Gollum'’s bite (Return
of the King)

Frodo finishing book in the Shire after saving
Middle Earth (Return of the King)

ThePriest asKing

facing the Uruk-kai (Fellowship)

King Theoden’s charge at Helm’'s Deep (Two
Towers)

Taking The Path of the Dead (Return of the
King)

King Theoden’s charge at Minas Tirith (Return
of the King)

Council of Elrond (Fellowship)

Serving King Theoden in Rohan (Two Towers)

Meeting Elrond and taking up the Sword
(Return of the King)
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